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Chef Ramon serves 
up recipe for change
Housing services modifi es harassment policy
Haiti Relief
Students dream 
big for Haiti
See Page 5
SJSU receives $5 million 
to boost biotech jobs
Ramon Johnson and his half-Pomeranian half-dachshund, Navarro, in the KSJS studio 
Monday. Ramon hosts the radio show “Blues Cafe” 6-10 a.m. every Friday.
Thomas Webb / Contributing Photographer
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SJSU was awarded $5 mil-
lion in federal stimulus money 
that may help prepare students 
for the biotechnology fi eld.
The $5 million was awarded 
to the SJSU Research Founda-
tion, said John Boothby, chair 
of the department of biological 
sciences, and will be used for 
building a clinical laboratory 
science program at SJSU and 
at community colleges such as 
De Anza College and at hospi-
tals in the private sector such 
as Kaiser Permanente.
“If you go to the doctor and 
the doctor says something like 
‘You need a throat culture or 
a blood test’ and you go some-
place with a lab and someone 
draws your blood or takes  a 
throat swab, then that goes be-
hind the scenes and you never 
know what happens to it,” 
Boothby said.
He said a clinical labora-
tory technician, who is a pro-
fessional that works behind 
and handles the actual testing 
of blood cultures, receives the 
sample and runs the test which 
will help the doctor diagnosis 
the problem, Boothby said.
According to Boothby, the 
need to train people in clini-
cal laboratory science isn’t a 
manufactured need and the 
grant money is not an example 
of pork-barrel spending.
The need for these techni-
cians comes from the average 
age of people already working 
in the fi eld, which is 58 years 
old, said Sue Gayrard, assistant 
clinical lab sciences program 
director.
She said the need for a new 
generation of clinical labora-
tory science technicians will 
increase in the next few years 
because the likelihood of pro-
fessionals already in the fi eld 
entering retirement is very 
high.
“California refl ects the na-
tional situation, meaning with-
in fi ve to 10 years a lot of people 
will be retiring,” Gayrard said.
The program is for gradu-
ates with a degree in biology, 
and it takes a year to complete 
the course work and to gain ex-
perience in a hospital, accord-
ing to the program’s Web site.
SJSU’s clinical laboratory 
science program will have 20 
graduates that will be certifi ed 
and ready to enter the fi eld in 
March, Gayrard said.
Senior biology major 
Genecir Quiming said she sees 
the benefi t of the program and 
considers it a means to an end 
for her future career goals.
“My ultimate goal is to be 
a physician’s assistant, and in 
order to get into that program, 
you have to have at least a 
thousand hours of experience,” 
Quiming said. “Being a clinical 
lab assistant takes a year, so 
it would be one of my options 
before I get into the physician’s 
assistant program. I think that 
program is a good option for a 
student whose initial goal is to 
get into the medical fi eld.”
The grant money came from 
the U.S. Department of Labor 
and is part of the $225 million 
that was given to help train 
people for growing jobs, ac-
cording to the Department of 
Labor Web site.
Jeff Gordon, senior pro-
gram development director for 
the SJSU Research Founda-
tion, said the foundation is in 
charge of the $5 million, but 
the money will be split three 
ways between the community 
college level, SJSU and pri-
vate industry so students can 
be supported throughout their 
education and their careers.
“I would a say a third of it 
will go to help subsidize the 
training sites that will be pro-
viding the on-site training for 
students participating in the 
program,” Gordon said. “An-
other third, approximately, 
will be involved in curriculum 
to support the program both 
to expand what we already 
have as well as online courses. 
And then other funds will be 
allocated to other educational 
partners for their development 
of educational resources.”
University Housing Services 
has revised its current harass-
ment and assault policies in 
favor of a cleaner and more 
enforceable set of guidelines, 
said the associate director for 
residential life.
“As we are a community 
where people live, we think its 
important that just like out in 
the world where there are laws 
that prohibit harassment and 
assault, that it’s the same in 
our resident halls,” Stephanie 
Hubbard said.
The policies regarding ha-
rassment and assault typically 
undergo a review once a year, 
she said, and the most current 
revisions to the policy were 
made in an effort to make the 
guidelines more enforceable 
and less vague.
Hubbard said topics such 
as the public telling of offen-
sive jokes were removed from 
the revised policy because of 
their subjectivity and unclear 
nature.
Hubbard, along with other 
residential life coordinators 
and several managers of hous-
ing, conducted the prior re-
search and drafting necessary 
to create the newest version 
of the University Housing Ser-
vices harassment policies, she 
said.
Several aspects of the old 
policy were omitted, includ-
ing guidelines regarding topics 
such as ethnic slurs, verbal re-
marks, fi ghting words, harass-
ing notes or postings, unwanted 
sexual advances and practical 
jokes, according to the 2009-10 
housing services license.
“The things that we took 
out were the things that we felt 
were more subjective," Hub-
bard said. "We wanted to make 
it clear and we wanted to be 
consistent with the campus.”
According to the new 2010-
11 housing services license, 
these issues have been ad-
dressed through a line stat-
ing that “any form of activity, 
whether covert or overt, that 
creates a threatening or harass-
ing environment for any UHS 
resident, guest or staff member 
will be handled judicially and 
may be grounds for immediate 
disciplinary action.”
Revisers looked to SJSU 
policies, University Police De-
partment guidelines and an 
extensive study of the Univer-
sity of Texas’ harassment and 
assault policies for guidance 
in wording the current 2010-11 
license, Hubbard said.
“It is very important to have 
the standards in place and make 
them very congruent with what 
Donovan Farnham
Staff Writer
Justin Albert
Staff Writer
See HARASS, Page 2
A date was incorrect in the article "DA clears student in Taser incident" in 
Wednesday's edition. The report that charges were dropped against SJSU 
student Phuong Ho was released on Tuesday.
Also in Wednesday's edition, the article "Alert-SJSU perplexes students" 
incorrectly attributed a quote. It was Larry Carr who said, "The better that we 
can segment and identify the ability to give out warnings and messages to 
the folks, the better the message is received."
CORRECTIONS
Cheerleading
See Page 8
Cheerleaders 
‘bring it on’
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the campus is also enforcing,” 
said Kevina Brown, community 
relations coordinator for hous-
ing services.
Hubbard said the revision 
process for the harassment 
guidelines began in December 
with ongoing conversations 
among the residential life staff 
and ended with the creation of 
the new policy in January.
Students who violate the ha-
rassment and assault guidelines 
potentially face a range of conse-
quences, depending on the situ-
ation, she said.
“There’s always an educa-
tional purpose," Hubbard said. 
"The main goal is for people to 
learn from their mistakes."
She said the policy is in place 
to protect students and help 
them learn from their mistakes.
“When people do violate 
these policies, we want them 
to learn from that, but we also 
hold them accountable," Hub-
bard said.  "That could be in the 
form of educational sanctions 
as well as probation. Depending 
on the circumstances and what 
happened, every situation is dif-
ferent.”
Tina Kim, president of the 
Residence Hall Association at 
SJSU, feels that the policies 
aren't meant to serve as restric-
tions, but as guidelines for resi-
dents.
“We can’t be too restrictive 
as to shelter our residents," said 
Kim, a junior therapeutic recre-
ation major. "And even though 
we have policies, we ourselves 
have to learn to be tolerant.”
The new harassment and 
assault policies are just one set 
of guidelines, Hubbard said, 
among other policies set out for 
residents of university housing.
“We also have policies on al-
cohol, drugs and we also enforce 
state law in order to facilitate a 
positive community,” she said.
Hubbard said the ultimate 
goal of these policies is to create 
a community that is supportive 
of individuals and helping them 
succeed academically and grow 
individually.
“We really do want to create 
an environment of education," 
she said. "That is the underlying 
goal of everything we do."
HARASS
From Page 1
Senior business major Lindsey Huffman, left, and Daniel Orluck, a graduate student in 
psychology, right, speak with representatives of Cops Care Cancer Foundation at a job 
fair at San Jose State Event Center on Wednesday.
John Sebastion Russo / Contributing Photographer
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Visiting professors debate 
American economy
Professor Gary Wolfram of Hillsdale College in Michigan, right, and professor Barry 
Eichengreen, left, debate the topic “What Should Government Do To  Fix the Financial 
Market?” during the Saurman Provocative Lecture Series on Wednesday.
Kibiwot Limo / Spartan Daily
Two professors debated the 
government role in America’s 
fi nancial markets as part of the 
David S. Saurman Provocative 
Lecture Series on Wednesday 
night.
Economics Professors Bar-
ry Eichengreen of UC Berkeley 
and Gary Wolfram of Hills-
dale College in Michigan dis-
cussed why the fi nancial crisis 
of 2008 started and what the 
country has to do to rebound.
Eichengreen said he sup-
ports government regulation 
of the major fi nancial institu-
tions, while Wolfram said he 
feels that government regula-
tion started the problem and 
will continue to be a major 
burden on the economy.
Wolfram started the debate 
by saying the fi nancial crisis 
was caused by the govern-
ment’s interference with the 
housing market, and said the 
government created the hous-
ing bubble that burst because 
it insured risky loans to people 
who would not be able to pay 
them back.
Once the fi nancial crisis 
happened, Wolfram said the 
government’s choice to bail 
out certain banks caused “re-
gime uncertainty.”
“AIG and Bear Stearns 
get bailed out, while Lehman 
Brothers doesn’t,” Wolfram 
said. “You do not know what 
the rules of the game are.”
Wolfram said when the gov-
ernment makes a decision, the 
choices are being made by a 
few people who are controlled 
by special interests.
“When the government is 
writing the rules of the game 
the average American is not 
in the room,” he said. “But 
you know for sure the lobbyist 
from Goldman Sachs is defi -
nitely in there.”
Wolfram said it is impor-
tant for consumers to have 
economic certainty during a fi -
nancial crisis so they can make 
the right choices for them-
selves, not having government 
bureaucrats or lobbyists mak-
ing decisions for the people.
Eichengreen said govern-
ment regulation is needed for 
consumer protection, market 
integrity and systemic stabil-
ity.
Eichengreen said that sys-
temic stability is important 
because if one part of the 
economy fails, like the hous-
ing market, the whole system 
can come crashing down.
The idea of letting the 
free market handle the cri-
sis unregulated is something 
Eichengreen said he does not 
support.
“Allowing the free market 
to fi x the crisis is kind of like 
allowing a manic-depressive 
to self-medicate,” Eichengreen 
said. “Or by letting a kid play 
with a loaded gun.”
Eichengreen said the gov-
ernment can protect the con-
sumer from unethical business 
practices such as mortgage 
brokers selling people loans 
knowing they could not pay 
them back.
Wolfram said allowing the 
free market to fi x the problem 
would be good for the economy 
because the banks and corpo-
rations would know what will 
happen.
“I am pleased with the de-
bate,” said Michelle Huntley 
of the Intercollegiate Studies 
Institute. “The two speakers 
were amicable and the audi-
ence was able to get a clear 
picture of the fi nancial situa-
tion in America.”
When asked about the gov-
ernment’s role in the fi nancial 
markets, some students said 
they hope the government is 
making the right choices for 
the people.
“It is hard to understand, 
but what we pay in taxes 
should go to benefi t the peo-
ple,” said Kejul Patel, a senior 
electrical engineering major. 
“I hope what the government 
is doing is right.”
Sophomore nursing ma-
jor Haylai Mohammadi said 
she feels that the government 
should put tax dollars in a dif-
ferent direction.
“I think the big businesses 
and corporations made a lot of 
money off of us,” Mohamma-
di said. “I don’t think our tax 
dollars should go right back to 
them.”
Fei Peng, a graduate stu-
dent in general engineering, 
said he feels that the bailouts 
would be OK if the banks 
loaned the money back to the 
American people.
“The main function of a 
bank is to loan money to the 
people,” Peng said. “If the tax-
payer’s dollars are going to be 
used correctly then that’s fi ne, 
but if the banks keep the mon-
ey then that’s no good.”
After the debate, Eichen-
green said that students 
should care about the state of 
our fi nancial markets because 
it directly relates to the job 
market.
“Graduating seniors should 
care about the fi nancial situ-
ation because it is so hard to 
get a good job right out of col-
lege,” Eichengreen said. “My 
fear is that the sense of urgen-
cy about fi xing the fi nancial 
markets is disappearing and 
the free market will go back to 
business as usual.”
Wolfram said students 
should care about the fi nan-
cial markets because the coun-
try needs to win the battle of 
ideas and create an economy 
that can prosper.
“It is important to get peo-
ple interested in the political 
system,” he said. “What your 
job prospects will look like fi ve 
years from now or if you can 
buy a house all depends on 
how our market system works. 
If we are not informed and put 
constraints on the economy, 
we might not be as prosperous 
as we should be.”
Matthew Santolla
Staff Writer
Debate is fi rst in 
Saurman Provocative
Lecture Series
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African Americans Reclaim-
ing heritage Film: The Road 
to Brown.
King Library, Rm. 525 from 6:00 
p.m. to 8:30 p.m., Contact Don-
naMarie Henderson at (408) 924-
3133 for more information.
Money Management for Students
Clark Hall in Rm. 118 from 10:30 
a.m. to 11:30 a.m., contact 
Deanna Peck at (408)-924-5910 
or deanna.peck@sjsu.edu for more 
information.
EOP Financial Aid/Scholar-
ship Workshop
King Library, Rm. 225 and 229 at 
10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., contact 
Dennis Lopez at (408) 924-2637 
or dennis.lopez@sjsu.edu 
Etiquette Dinner
6-8:30 p.m., Location: University 
Room, Cost: $20 per person, Spe-
cial Offer: Groups can purchase 
a table for 6 for the price of 5. 
Contact Kristina Evans at kristina.
evans@sjsu.edu for more informa-
tion.
Sparta Guide is 
provided free of 
charge to students, 
faculty and staff 
members. The 
deadline for entries 
is noon, three 
working days 
before the desired 
publication date. 
Space restrictions 
may require editing 
of submission. 
Entries are printed 
in the order in 
which they are 
received. Submit 
entries online at 
thespartandaily.
com or in writing 
at DBH 209.
UPD could look to adopt 
anonymous crime tip system 
Pen-like audio recorder may lighten book load
Students outside the Spartan 
Bookstore had the chance to see 
a computer that fi ts in a pocket in 
action on Wednesday.
The computer is a combina-
tion pen and notebook, and when 
they work together, the notes 
and doodles on the paper can be 
transferred to a computer for fu-
ture reference.
The pen, called a Pulse Smart-
pen, is made by Livescribe of 
Oakland, and is a mix between an 
audio recorder and USB storage 
device.
Together the pen will record 
what is being said as a user is 
writing down notes.
The lecture can then be played 
back and queued up to a specifi c 
point when something was writ-
ten down by touching the pen to 
the paper.
This is done because the note-
pad is covered in small dots that 
allow the pen to track what is 
being written by using the pen's 
infrared camera, Livescribe rep-
resentative Carlos Toledo said.
After the notes are taken down 
on Livescribe's notebook, the in-
formation can be transferred 
back to a computer in a PDF fi le, 
Toledo said.
The purpose of the pen and 
notebook is to reduce the amount 
of things carried to school, he 
said.
"This is so you don't have to 
carry a laptop with you," Toledo 
said. "A lot of people don't have 
the space, they have a lot of note-
books and textbooks."
Toledo said if you don't have a 
notebook, the pen can still work 
as an audio recorder so you can 
rewrite your notes at your own 
pace later.
Junior psychology major Josh 
Medrano said he is interested in 
the pen because of its ability to 
function with a computer and 
plans on buying it and using it in 
addition to his computer.
"I would bring both," Medra-
no said. "This is easier for science 
classes because you can't really 
takes notes for science classes on 
a laptop."
The Pulse Smartpen comes in 
two versions and is priced at $150 
for the two-gigabyte version, 
which Toledo said can record up 
to 200 hours of audio.
The second is a $200, four-gi-
gabyte version, which Toledo said 
can record up to 400 hours of au-
dio and the notepads cost $5.
Livescribe representative Dy-
lan Lucas said these prices are 
still competitive because of the 
convenience of being able to write 
down notes as opposed to typing 
them.
Senior marketing major Jus-
tin Neustadter said the pen is a 
good idea but the price of the pen 
is off-putting and that carrying a 
laptop isn't that inconvenient.
"That's the only problem 
is the price point on the pen," 
Neustadter said. "Personally, it's 
too expensive and it's not that 
much trouble bringing a laptop 
to class."
Maritza Martinez, a senior 
behavioral science and sociology 
double major, said the concept 
of the pen is interesting and she 
would consider buying the pen, 
but she wasn't convinced by the 
demonstration and would still 
lean toward bringing a laptop to 
class because of the price and de-
pendability of a laptop.
"I think this would work bet-
ter for me, if it does work," Mar-
tinez said. "I'd have to see where 
the errors are in this technology, 
because I like to write out things 
because you memorize things 
better by writing than typing. I 
think $80 would be pretty decent 
if it was good quality, but I don't 
know the quality of the Pulse."
Donovan Farnham
Staff Writer
“
”
Th is is so you 
don’t have to 
carry a laptop 
with you.
Carlos Toledo
Livescribe rep
University Police Depar-
ment is not currently employ-
ing the anonymous tip system, 
TipNow, but may in the future, 
a UPD administrative services 
captain said.
Marianne Alvarez said there 
is interest in TipNow and the 
department is currently in 
talks with the service provider 
and the campus’ administra-
tion to begin implementing the 
system.
TipNow is a safety program 
that accepts tips via e-mail and 
text messages, said Phillip Bel-
tran, Santa Clara University 
assistant campus safety direc-
tor.
Freshman accounting major 
Aaron Joo said the tip system 
could help students feel safer, 
especially since the main cam-
pus is located in the heart of a 
city.
“If we had a tipping system 
like that, it could make the pro-
cess quicker and more effi cient 
for students here,” he said.
Kevin Chen, a junior com-
puter science major, said he’s 
not sold on the effectiveness of 
texting or e-mailing tips.
“It still takes some time to 
text message or e-mail some-
one if you are dealing with 
some sort of dangerous situa-
tion,” he said.
Students on campus do have 
three other means of providing 
tips for the police: through the 
SJSU police department’s Web 
site under confi dential report-
ing, calling the UPD confi den-
tial tip line or through another 
Web site run by MySafeCam-
pus, according to Sgt. Manuel 
Aguayo of UPD.
These methods for confi -
dential tipping lack real-time 
monitoring and it’s possible 
the tip may not be reviewed till 
the next business day, Aguayo 
said.
Beltran said the service has 
been in place for some time but 
has started to expand to areas 
of larger population.
“TipNow is beginning to 
move from universities like us, 
to cities now such as Sunny-
vale,” he said. “We were one 
of the fi rst universities to start 
employing it about three years 
ago.”
Beltran said signing on with 
the anonymous reporting sys-
tem was an inexpensive project 
the school took on after he re-
ceived positive feedback from 
online questionnaires.
“The cost of it is real low 
for the service they give you,” 
he said. “They basically use the 
existing hardware and infra-
structure in your department.”
Lily Vang, a junior occupa-
tional therapy major, said the 
low costs should entice the 
university to adopt the system.
“Considering we pay a lot 
of tuition and the system isn’t 
very costly, the school should 
have it because it could help 
students feel safer,” she said.
The system receives either 
e-mails or text messages from 
people providing tips, or they 
can ask questions, Beltran 
said.
Nick Muyo, the public in-
formation offi cer for the Santa 
Clara Police Department, said 
while the rest of Santa Clara 
isn’t currently utilizing Tip-
Now, Palo Alto’s police and 
Sunnyvale’s Department of 
Public Safety have adopted the 
system.
Eric Bennett
Staff Writer
He stands upright three feet 
back from the soundboard and 
two inches behind the KSJS mi-
crophone, chair pushed out of 
sight. His hair is as snow-tipped 
as the Sierra Nevada and his 
voice as cool as the rivers that 
funnel down from the peak to 
the ocean.
Ramon Johnson, also known 
as Chef Ramon, is a 90.5 KSJS 
disc jockey whose show, “Blues 
Cafe,” plays 6-10 a.m. every Fri-
day morning.
“Chef Ramon here with you 
this morning at KSJS, as we take 
a graphic look at what it’s like to 
be poor and black in America,” 
he says in his mountainous, up-
and-down-and-up rhythm.
For the past 10 years, Chef 
Ramon has spun a variety of 
blues, jazz and soul on “Blues 
Cafe.” He calls himself “Chef Ra-
mon” because he gets to “serve 
up breakfast” to SJSU.
He has used his show as a 
platform to start the annual Talk-
ing Blues Festival, an on-campus 
festival for blues enthusiasts, as 
well as interview SJSU alumni 
Tommie Smith and John Carlos.
Johnson is a 50-year-old man 
with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
radio, television and fi lm from 
SJSU, military service experi-
ence and a mental disability. He 
said he receives a minimal fi xed 
income from the government, 
and is often accompanied by his 
half-Pomeranian, half-dachs-
hund dog Navarro, who resides 
in a small carrier when inside 
buildings. Johnson said the dog, 
given to him a year and a half ago 
by his fi ancee’s cousin, helps him 
cope with his schizophrenia.
“He has a whole history that 
he brings to the table — issues of 
African-American concerns and 
social justice,” said Scott Myers-
Lipton, Johnson’s friend and 
former professor. “He’s always 
active in trying to make the com-
munity a better place.”
This February, Johnson’s 
show has added a new compo-
nent in honor of Black History 
Month. “Winter in America,” 
named after a 1974 album by Gil 
Scott-Heron and Brian Jackson, 
is a three-week program on the 
troubles African-Americans are 
facing in the modern world, he 
said.
“It’s not time to hibernate,” 
Johnson said of the program, 
which concludes Friday when 
Johnson plans to play Scott-
Heron’s music and his interview 
with Tommie Smith and John 
Carlos.
Scott-Heron, whom Johnson 
called the godfather of rap, is a 
soul musician whose “The Revo-
lution Will Not Be Televised” 
peaked at No.21 on the Billboard 
Top Jazz Album charts in 1974.
“There’s this malaise in the 
country, there’s a sense of hope-
lessness and a sense that peo-
ple are so beat down,” he said. 
“(Scott-Heron) says it in ‘Win-
ter in America’ that no one’s re-
ally fi ghting, that everyone is just 
shrugging their shoulders and 
just taking it.”
Johnson said one reason he 
originally became interested in 
Scott-Heron was because the 
poet and musician taught listen-
ers to think about standing up 
to people who were misusing 
power.
“Young people thought they 
could fi ght the man,” Johnson 
said. “The same people who used 
to fi ght the man are the man now. 
The problem is when people look 
for the man, and then they look 
in the mirror.”
The voice Johnson wields for 
the microphone does not quite 
sound like the one he uses in ev-
eryday conversation.
On the air, he has a cadence 
similar to President Obama, 
whom he portrayed in August at 
a Gulf Coast Civic Works Project 
event in San Francisco.
Off the air, his voice becomes 
more like honey — sticky and 
stumbling at points but fl ows 
with warm weight and friendly 
tenacity.
It can be tough to tell which 
one is more closely related to the 
social change and blues advoca-
cy voice Johnson has used dur-
ing his time at SJSU.
“He’s done a lot of commu-
nity work for the campus, for 
KSJS, for charities like Second 
Harvest,” said Mari Aranoff, a 
friend and the offi ce administra-
tor for the television, radio and 
fi lm department.
Aranoff employed Johnson as 
an assistant at the department 
offi ce.
“He’s an important voice on 
campus,” Myers-Lipton said. 
“There have got to be those voic-
es that bring us to have a con-
scious and have morals, and he’s 
trying to do that.”
After taking a sociology class 
with Myers-Lipton, Johnson 
said he was inspired to bring so-
cial change issues to his broad-
casting efforts.
Johnson was also involved in 
the fourth anniversary celebra-
tion of the Civic Works Project 
orchestrated by Myers-Lipton.
“I’m not going to change 
the world with this broadcast,” 
Johnson said. “But the main 
thing is, if you can make one per-
son sit up and take notice, that’s 
something.”
He has also been involved as 
an emcee of events such as San 
Jose’s Music in the Park and 
SJSU’s Metro Fountain Blues 
Festival.
“I also was part of the Post 
Street Summertime Blues Fes-
tival downtown,” Johnson said. 
“It was great because it was a free 
blues show every third Wednes-
day every month, and I was able 
to book friends (in it), like the 
band from Talking Blues.”
The Talking Blues Festival, 
which Johnson organizes ev-
ery year, is a program for local 
blues musicians and enthusiasts 
to get together and share their 
knowledge and experiences in 
the genre.
Johnson was also part of 
a group which set a Guinness 
World Record in August 2003 in 
the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Library. The group of six, who 
dubbed themselves the “San 
Jose Dream Team,” set a record 
of almost 75 hours of continuous 
reading.
Ingredients of a chef
Ramon Navarro Johnson was 
born in Huntsville, Alabama, 
where he obtained a distinct 
memory of Wernher Von Braun, 
rocket scientist and then-resi-
dent of Huntsville.
He said his mother was in-
volved in a school system pro-
gram that allowed her — and by 
extension, him — to meet Bobby 
Seale and Eldridge Cleaver, 
members of the Black Panther 
Party, a African-American rights 
organization.
“Just through my life, I’ve met 
so many people,” Johnson said.
He said the list includes Har-
lem Globetrotter Fred “Curly” 
Neal, rock band Violent Femmes 
and musicians Peter Gabriel of 
Genesis, Dave Wakeling of Eng-
lish Beat and Men At Work sing-
er Colin Hay.
Johnson attended Del Mar 
High School in San Jose for two 
years. After his mother’s death, 
he moved in with his father and 
began attending Camden High 
School, where he graduated in 
1977. 
At his two schools, Johnson 
played football, basketball, base-
ball and soccer.
He was student body presi-
dent as a senior and was active 
in a variety of music-related 
programs ranging from choir to 
band to glee club.
“Growing up, I was like 
‘Glee,’” he said, referring to Fox’s 
hit TV show. “I was ‘Glee’ before 
‘Glee.’”
Not until after high school did 
Johnson begin to understand 
that his mind worked different-
ly. Years later, he was diagnosed 
with schizophrenia.
“I don’t deny my disability, 
but I also don’t let my disability 
defi ne me,” Johnson said.
According to the Interna-
tional Classifi cation of Diseases 
published by the World Health 
Organization, “Schizophrenic 
disorders (are) characterized 
in general by fundamental and 
characteristic distortions of 
thinking and perception.”
He enlisted in the Navy in 
1982, with the Navy knowing of 
his disorder.
“As soon as I became symp-
tomatic they kicked me out, 
which was a drag because I was 
very proud of my service,” he 
said.
After his military service end-
ed in 1988, he was in and out of 
mental health institutions, be-
fore landing at SJSU shortly be-
fore the new millennium.
Since arriving here, he has 
earned a degree in radio, televi-
sion and fi lm as well as minors in 
sociology and theater arts.
He has also acted as a gradu-
ate assistant for Mike Adams, 
chair of the department when it 
was known as RTVF.
“We sort of adopted Ramon 
into the department,” Adams 
said. “He was what we want all 
of our students to be. He was in 
theater, which meant he was in 
plays on stage, he was assistant 
manager for the radio station, 
plus he also worked in some fi lm 
and television projects. We want 
our students to experience all 
that.”
Adams said Johnson has 
managed his mental disability 
well.
“People with his disability, 
they always have it and they’re 
always struggling with it … it was 
never a problem.” Adams said.
Adams, Myers-Lipton and 
Mari Aranoff were all enthusias-
tic to speak about the time they 
have spent with Johnson.
“I like Ramon very much,” 
Adams said. “He’s a really good 
person with a good heart. He’s 
one of my best friends.”
“He’s a real success story,” 
said Aranoff, who met Johnson 
while giving Friday morning 
tours to prospective students. 
“He’s also a lot of fun to work 
with, always comes up with in-
teresting factoids. He’s very 
bright and … a good storehouse 
of knowledge.”
Johnson said he stands up 
throughout his show because of 
knee injuries.
“I’ve had two total knee re-
placements, so sometimes my 
knees lock up,” he said. “A show 
like this, I like to be up.”
“Winter in America”
Back in the KSJS station, 
Johnson stands holding a snow-
white sheet of paper as he waits 
for Scott-Heron’s “Whitey On 
The Moon” to fi nish.
Navarro sits quietly in his 
cage in the corner. Johnson will 
later allow the dog out of his 
quarters to tinkle while the two 
are outside.
“The man just upped my rent 
last night / no hot water, no toi-
lets, no lights / but whitey’s on 
the moon,” sings Scott-Heron, 
referring to the struggles blacks 
deal with while white men 
walked on the moon.
After the song is over, John-
son begins talking about the pre-
recession slogan that said the 
country was “too big to fail” and 
about how wrong he thinks the 
slogan turned out to be.
With this, Johnson reads the 
poem he wrote on the page in his 
hand.
“Too big to fail? To hell, to 
hell, to hell. Too big to fail? 
While you get bailed out I’m left 
without — enough to make ends 
meet. You’re in and out, in and 
out, in and out of my accounts, 
no doubt. And I’m left without, 
enough to make ends meet. But 
you get your big bonus from our 
taxes. To hell, to hell, to hell — 
Too big to fail.”
Through the troubles he has 
encountered with schizophre-
nia, Johnson has become a col-
lege graduate, San Jose music 
mainstay and KSJS veteran with 
an invested interest in social is-
sues and the means to teach fel-
low SJSU students about local 
injustices and about the depth of 
blues.
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Disc jockey cooks up soundtrack for social change
‘Chef Ramon’ commemorates Black History 
Month with a mix of blues, jazz on KSJS
(left to right) Tommie Smith, Ramon Johnson, and John Carlos attend the Read to Lead 
Football Classic at Spartan Stadium on Sept. 18, 2004.
Courtesy of Ramon Johnson
Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/spartandaily
Daniel Herberholz
Staff Writer
”
“I’m not going to change the world 
with this 
broadcast.
But the main 
thing is, if you 
can make
one person sit up 
and take 
notice, that’s
something.
Ramon Johnson
Disc jockey of 
90.5 KSJS
In the midst of celebrating 
President Kennedy’s Jan. 20, 
1961 inauguration, Jackie Ken-
nedy’s face remained a study in 
serenity. As White House staff 
rushed to prepare for the Inau-
gural Ball, she sat alone in the 
dining room.
Her left hand rested calmly 
in her lap, while her right hand 
loosely caressed the Baccarat 
crystal tumbler which held the 
tonic to any anxiety that night or 
the coming years would bring. 
On the drink cart nearby 
stood a stalwart green glass bot-
tle — the unmistakable bottle of 
Tanqueray gin.
I don’t know if this really hap-
pened or if gin was even Jackie’s 
preferred beverage. But how else 
do I introduce a drink that befi ts 
royalty the way that both Jacque-
line Bouvier Kennedy Onassis 
and Tanqueray do?
I was 19 years old when I had 
my fi rst Tanqueray and Tonic. I 
was at an opening night party 
at the Hilton Hotel across the 
street from the theater where I 
danced in my fi rst professional 
production.
The interior of the restaurant 
bar was masculine and dark — 
lots of wood and lots of leather. 
Producers, directors, choreogra-
phers, actors and dancers were 
engaged in wonderful conversa-
tions about their careers of yore.
It was all very heady and I was 
just glad to be there. I brought 
my father as my date.
He asked if I would like a 
drink. I thought for a while and 
took in my surroundings.
“I’d like a Tanqueray and 
Tonic please.”
I had heard of this drink from 
a television show on HBO that I 
watched every Sunday night with 
my best friend Becky.
I had no idea what the taste 
would be like, and I had never 
consumed alcohol in front of my 
father before. Without skipping a 
beat, my father said, “I’ll be right 
back,” and went off to retrieve my 
libation.
The fi rst sip was a heavenly 
experience — sweet, smooth and 
very dry.
It was on that night that this 
import from London became 
my passport to the world of 
adulthood.
The young boy with his chap-
erone was no match for the 
worldly man who now imbibed 
heaven’s easy nectar.
Later that night, after my fa-
ther went home, I sang a lousy 
rendition of “God Save the 
Queen” on top of a table, in com-
mendation of her majesty’s won-
derous export.
My father, having sensed my 
gin euphoria, told me if I drank 
too much gin, my nose would 
grow bigger because of the juni-
per berries from which the name 
and fl avor is derived, and that my 
sweat would smell.
My palate for alcohol has 
evolved as my personal econ-
omy fl uctuated from being an 
apprentice of the theater to a 
starving student.
But on any given special 
occasion, my formative infl uenc-
es will lead me to my fi rst love, 
Tanqueray.
The Affi nity Restaurant at 
Hilton San Jose makes a wonder-
ful Tanqueray and Tonic.
The clean and mod-
ern interior design of 
Affi nity yields an effervescent 
juxtaposition with the more 
classic tradition that Tanqueray 
embodies. A Tanqueray and Ton-
ic at Affi nity will cost you $8.
Rena Salomon is trying to 
save the world one disaster at a 
time.
After traveling to Haiti in ear-
ly February to assist in relief ef-
forts following the Jan. 12 quake 
that devastated the country, she 
set up an organization called the 
Humanitarian Emergency Aid 
Response Team to continue her 
efforts in raising children from a 
collapsed orphanage.
After coming home from 
Haiti, Salomon said she realized 
that making a lifetime commit-
ment to care for those children’s 
needs was bigger than her, so 
she started the organization 
to help fund their care and get 
them food and necessities.
After hearing her story, Vic-
tor Ngo, a senior communica-
tions studies major, said he 
wanted to get involved and help 
her organization.
“She was on NBC 11 recently, 
and I just knew I had to have her 
at the event,” Ngo said.
The event Ngo has organized 
is “Dream Big-Haiti.”
Ngo said he teamed up with 
friend and fellow SJSU student 
Joshua Barousse, a masters of 
public administration grad stu-
dent, to create their own organi-
zation, “Dream Big.”
This is their fi rst show to-
gether, he said.
The show takes place tonight 
at 8 p.m. at South First Billiards 
in downtown San Jose.
Ngo said a mix of music and 
speakers will be performing, and 
that 100 percent of the money 
raised will go to Salomon’s 
organization for Haiti.
Seeing the destruction in 
Haiti gave Ngo the inspiration 
to organize the event, he said.
Ngo and Barousse said they 
built upon the experience they 
shared when they traveled to 
New Orleans in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Katrina. They came to 
New Orleans as part of the Gulf 
Coast Civic Works Project, a na-
tional campaign that started at 
SJSU to help displaced residents 
go back to New Orleans, rebuild 
their communities themselves 
and earn a wage.
“It’s so similar to Katrina,” 
Ngo said. “The rich parts of 
Haiti are getting help fi rst. The 
poor parts of Haiti are getting no 
assistance from the government. 
They have to dig everything out 
with their hands. The rich parts 
of Haiti, they get bulldozers, 
all the equipment. It made me 
think, ‘That’s just like Katrina.’”
Salomon said she fi rst got 
involved in disaster relief in Ka-
trina as well.
Barousse said Salomon’s sto-
ry is remarkable.
“She spent $20,000 of her 
own money to go out there and 
build the orphanage,” Barousse 
said. “She defi nitely wants to 
recruit people to go out there 
and help her with that. This is 
a great opportunity to promote 
that to all the folks that are in at-
tendance, to see if they want to 
get involved.”
Both Ngo and Barousse said 
they plan to join Salomon in 
Haiti over spring break.
“They’re a big part of this,” 
Salomon said. “And I want them 
to continue to be a big part of 
this.”
In addition to having Sa-
lomon present to talk about her 
efforts in Haiti, members of the 
Haitian-American Community 
Church will also be present to 
speak.
“With this big disaster, we 
should really highlight that 
there is a (Haitian) community 
in San Jose and see how they’re 
affected by it,” Barousse said.
The organization is called 
“Dream Big” to inspire people to 
make and meet goals, Ngo said.
“Anything can be overcome 
if you just dream big,” he said. 
“The only person who can shut 
down your dream is yourself.”
The event could inspire peo-
ple to do something meaningful, 
Barousse said.
“It can really spur some-
thing,” he said. “Maybe they 
could get involved, throw their 
own event, or get involved with 
Rena’s organization.”
Four musical acts will per-
form: Aivar, Realization, Pound-
ers and Mikhael.
“Mikhael” is the stage name 
for Michael Grossman, an SJSU 
alumnus who performs hip hop 
and spoken word pieces.
Grossman said he wanted to 
participate in the event to draw 
attention to an aspect of life that 
isn’t often touched on in music.
“Part of my motivation to do 
it is to try to wake up the world 
to a lot of aspects that get missed 
in music, that you don’t see in 
commercial radio,” he said. “I 
want people to be moving with 
the music, but also to be think-
ing about what I’m saying and at 
the same time feeling the moti-
vation of the soul and the spirit 
through the music and through 
the togetherness of the project.”
San Jose ska-reggae band 
Aivar is fronted by Chris Reed, 
a vocalist who also plays saxo-
phone. Reed said helping out 
causes like this event are always 
appealing to the band.
“It’s a big thing in our band 
to try and help people out,” Reed 
said. “We do what we can for our 
community.”
San Jose City Councilman 
Ash Kalra will be attending the 
event.
“He’s a big community lead-
er,” Barousse said. “It’s a good 
way to promote community in-
volvement, whether it’s the local 
community or the international 
community.”
There will be a suggested do-
nation of $5 at the door to get in, 
and guests must be over the age 
of 18 to enter.
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Local show inspires big dreams for Haiti
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Founder of nonprofi t orga-
nization strives to renovate 
Haitian orphanage.
Photos by Kirsten Aguilar / Spartan Daily 
Rena Salomon looks through photos of children who live in the orphanage she founded in 
Haiti on Tuesday in her Santa Clara home.
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Name: Matthew Tye
Year, Major: Sophomore business major 
What inspired your look today? A 
mixture of early ’90s and randomness.
What do you hate most about 
fashion? I really hate the notion of disposable 
fashion. I think that you should invest in nice 
pieces that are of good quality that you can 
reinvent for a while.
Where are your favorite places to 
shop? I really like Nordstrom and Barneys. I 
also love thrift shopping because it allows you 
to fi nd exciting pieces for incredible prices.
In what clothing are you the happiest? 
I am the most happy in a nice jacket, worn-in 
denim, T-shirt and an incredible and most likely 
uncomfortable pair of boots.
What is your most treasured item of 
clothing or accessory and why?
I love my Paloma Picasso earrings and a pair of 
Ray-Ban sunglasses because they are timeless 
and go with anything. You’ll never catch me 
without either one.
Photo and interview by 
       Amaris Dominguez
OF THE WEEK
LOOK
Hannah Keirns
Staff Writer
Eugene Stimpson is a super-
hero … at least, he plays one at 
birthday parties.
Tensions rise when Stimp-
son’s high school nemesis Todd 
Walker gets a job playing a rival 
superhero.
He must struggle to keep his 
identity a secret while competing 
with Walker for the affections of 
the same girl.
This is the premise of a comic 
book-inspired feature fi lm, “Su-
per Hero Party Clown,” written 
and fi lmed by SJSU students and 
produced by Spartan Film Stu-
dios last summer.
Writer, director and SJSU 
alum Jeremy Inman said the 
notion of a “super hero party 
clown” fi rst occurred to him 
when someone offered him a job 
playing “Spider-Man” at birthday 
parties.
Inman said he turned down 
the job out of fear that he could 
not do the character justice, 
which became the initial ba-
sis for the main character, 
Stimpson.
“The original confl ict was that 
the antagonist was just a guy 
who didn’t know anything about 
comic books and didn’t deserve 
the job,” Inman said.
Inman said that though he 
had about 100 pages of his origi-
nal screenplay written in the fall 
of 2008, it was a screenwriting 
course with Professor Barnaby 
Dallas that really moved the 
piece forward.
“My sensibilities as a writer 
had changed since the initial 
inception of the idea, which 
changed the overall tone and 
direction of the story,” Inman 
said.
Inman detailed a typical day 
during production comprising of 
17 to 18 hours — where 13 hours 
were devoted to the actual shoot-
ing of the fi lm, and Inman and 
cinematographer Jake Humbert, 
a senior radio, television and fi lm 
major, spent up to fi ve hours off 
set to plan and storyboard for the 
following day.
The story centers on charac-
ter Eugene Stimpson, a timid 
teenager who fi nds confi dence 
in himself by dressing up as 
“Arachnid-Man.”
“Randy pulled from the sub-
text of the script and brought 
such believability to the screen 
that audiences will have a real 
human being to cheer for,” 
said Inman of leading male 
Randy Blair.
When Stimpson isn’t donning 
his neon green and black super-
hero costume, he’s yearning for 
the affections of his childhood 
playmate turned popular girl, 
Emily Talbot, played by SJSU 
alumna Shelby Barnes.
“I hope audiences enjoy the 
fact that nice guys don’t always 
have to fi nish last,” Barnes said. 
“Even though Eugene is the com-
ic book nerd and ‘party clown’ 
throughout the fi lm, he be-
comes more and more attractive 
than Todd.”
Todd Walker, the classic 
self-proclaimed “jerk,” thinks 
he’s good at everything, views 
Stimpson as inherently weak 
and stops at nothing to humiliate 
him in front of Talbot at every 
opportunity.
“I felt that if Todd didn’t get 
his way, he would be the type to 
make any mischief he could un-
til he got what he wanted,” said 
Adam Sessa, an SJSU alumus 
who played Todd.
The principal cast is rounded 
out by Stimpson’s goofy and ec-
centric best friend Garth Gator, 
a party clown who works in the 
same costume shop as Stimpson 
and is played by Zack Suther-
land, a senior radio, television 
and fi lm major.
“I spent some time before 
shooting to practice acting in 
front of a mirror and playing on 
the keyboard,” Sutherland said.
The screenplay of “Super Hero 
Party Clown” has been decorated 
with a handful of recognitions, 
including second place in the 
2009 BEA National Screenwrit-
ing Competition, the 2009 SJSU 
Crane Award for “Best Screen-
play,” a fi nalist position in the 
2009 CSU Media Arts Festival 
and is the sole student feature 
fi lm in the 2010 Cinequest Film 
Festival, San Jose’s largest fi lm 
festival.
“What really grabbed us as 
we watched the fi lm was the 
dialogue and how it made the 
characters feel so real and im-
mediately recognizable as the 
people we know every day,” said 
Mike Rabehl, Cinequest director 
of programming. “Comedy is the 
No. 1 toughest genre to write, and 
I loved the balance of the script.”
Rabehl said his Cinequest 
staff looked at more than 800 
feature fi lms to be considered for 
this year’s Cinequest Film Festi-
val.
Many of the key members of 
“Super Hero Party Clown” at-
tended the red carpet premiere 
of the Cinequest Film Festival on 
Tuesday and have since received 
a great deal of media attention.
The test screening of “Super 
Hero Party Clown” will premiere 
at the California Theatre on Feb. 
28 at 9:30 p.m. where tickets are 
$5 for students and $10 for gen-
eral admission.
“I think people will be sur-
prised to fi nd some real drama 
and substance in a fi lm with a 
title as silly as ‘Super Hero Party 
Clown,’” Inman said. “It’s the hu-
mor that comes from that drama 
of being wrapped in something 
as absurd as spandex.”
Cirque du Soleil performers rehearse their hand balancing, foot juggling and acrosport  
for the latest show called “OVO.” 
‘Super’ powers make fi lm sole 
student feature selection for Cinequest
Courtesy of James Jeffrey
Randy Blair (Eugene Stimpson) attempts to woo Shelby Barnes (Emily Talbot) while masked 
as superhero “Arachnid-Man” in the student feature fi lm, “Super Hero Party Clown.”
The first time I ever traveled out of state was 
when I was less than one month old.
I was born in Greenville, Texas, and being 28 
days old, my family left the Lone Star State and 
was on its way to California.  To all the people 
on the flight over, I was probably noisy and I 
would like to apologize. Sorry.
After living in California for 12 years, travel-
ing out of state, let alone the country, was com-
pletely new to me.
My family traveled to Taiwan because my 
uncle was going to get married, and while I 
was there, I experienced a completely different 
world.
The first thing I was taught during my stay 
was that if I could not run fast enough, I would 
end up on the grill of a car.
Pedestrians don’t have the right-of-way in 
Taiwan, so if I wanted to ever cross a street, 
I would need to be confident in my ability to 
mimic Olympic gold-medal sprinter Usain Bolt.
Since we had no car, my family would run 
everywhere, and I mean every-
where, with the ever-present 
fear of being hit by a vehicle 
trailing closely behind us.  On 
the plus side, however, I must 
have burnt millions of calories 
during my stay there.
Busy intersections would 
have pedestrian tunnels go-
ing under streets or walkways 
above them in order to speed 
up traffic flow.
It was something my fam-
ily and I saw as a rest stop, a 
break from constantly fearing for our lives.
When my family wasn’t afraid of tire track 
impressions ending up on our bodies, we would 
shop around at the market near my grandmoth-
er’s house.
It was a lively outdoor market, with people 
traversing and shop owners attempting to sell 
their goods.
There would be live ani-
mals on sale, knock-off goods, 
and all sorts of random things 
available for purchase, but my 
favorite part was gorging my-
self at all the eateries.
The food was glorious, as I 
was able to enjoy my 17-meal-
a-day course.
There was a different food 
cart vendor around every 
street corner, offering treats to 
satisfy my stomach whenever 
I wanted. I visited each cart 
on a regular basis in order to keep up my meal 
course plan.
One time, I woke up at 3 a.m. craving beef 
noodle soup, walked down some stairs and 
made a turn at the corner, and lo and behold, 
there was a beef noodle soup cart.
Sure, your stomach needs to settle after get-
ting sick for about the first two weeks of eating 
the food in Taiwan, but afterward, you’ll be able 
to eat food without worrying about becoming 
horribly bedridden from it — for the most part 
anyway.
Something scary to get used to while being 
there is the fact that earthquakes are frequent 
occurrences.
Taiwan, being a small country, has most of the 
island’s inhabitants living in densely populated, 
tightly clustered apartments, and must also en-
dure constant rattling from earthquakes.
It’s scary to experience an earthquake from 
the sixth floor of a building, but to go through it 
on a weekly basis was nerve-wracking to me.
It’s been another 12 years since I’ve been back 
there, and from what I’ve been hearing from ev-
erybody, Taiwan is a much different world from 
when I was there.
I do feel like burning off some calories, so 
maybe it’s time for another visit.
“An Honest Lai,” appears weekly on Thursdays.
Leonard Lai is the Spartan Daily opinion editor.
Hello.
My name is Michelle and I’m a 
procrastinator.
The last time I procrastinated was, 
well … a few minutes ago.
If a new support group for pro-
crastinators opened tomorrow in San 
Jose, it is almost a guarantee that I 
would be more than a few minutes 
late.
Or maybe I would say to myself, 
“I’ll go next week.” And I would re-
peat the phrase in my mind the next 
week, and the next, and the next.
Suffice to say, procrastination is a 
real problem for me.
“Procrastinate,” a simple 13-letter 
word, has become my enemy.
If there were a physical represen-
tation of the word “procrastinate” in a 
cartoon or movie, this is what I imag-
ine it would it to be.
The “thing” would 
be a ferocious ugly-
looking creature 
called “The Procras-
tinator.”
It would be tall 
and hairy and have 
10 gloomy eyes on its 
enormous head.
I have let it trap 
me too many times.
Yesterday I had 
my first midterm 
exam for one of those 
classes people tell you, “Ahh, you’re 
taking that class? That class is hard, I 
barely passed.”
I decided I would study for it a 
week in advance so that I would be 
able to thoroughly revise the course 
material.
Yes, I like lying to myself like that.
I started studying 
the night before the 
midterm, of course.
According to the 
syllabus, I had to 
read from page 85 to 
page 103.
When I opened 
my newly purchased 
book (which I got 
at Half.com) for the 
first time this semes-
ter,  I discovered 20 
pages were missing, 
including the ones I needed to read.
Now, the pages were not ripped off 
or anything. The book was published 
that way.
Talk about bad luck.
The book I decided to read at the 
last minute and bought at Half.com 
had half the pages in it.
Half the pages, half the studying, 
half the grade.
Studying is not the only time when 
I procrastinate, though.
I even procrastinate in waking up. 
The snooze button is the most worn-
out button on my cell phone.
This has become a lifestyle for me.
I procrastinate in talking to an ac-
ademic adviser, doing the dishes, do-
ing the laundry, turning in rent and 
sending an angry e-mail to the person 
who sold me the book with the miss-
ing pages.
Procrastination affects many col-
lege students today, bringing high 
levels of stress and tension in their 
lives.
According to an article on the Cal 
Poly study skills Web site, procras-
tination is “often truly difficult to 
eradicate since the delay behavior has 
become a method of coping with day-
to-day pressures and experiences.”
It lists four steps to stop procras-
tinating.
The Web site states that you must 
first realize that you are needlessly 
delaying something. Then, you should 
identify and list the reasons for the 
delay. Third, find a way to overcome 
those reasons. Finally, just start the 
task.
If you have the same problem, try 
these out.
So, what will be my first step to end 
the procrastinating evil in my life?
I don’t know.
Maybe not delaying writing my 
opinion piece —  next week.
She’s there at every major 
turning point in my life.
She’s at all the holidays and 
birthdays my family celebrates 
together.
She’s with me on every road 
trip I take with her old Nissan 
300ZX.
At least, her memory is 
there with me.
It’s been five years since my 
parents broke the news of her 
cancer to me, and it’s been five 
years since she passed away.
She was my aunt, an add-
ed “mother,” my “sister,” but 
even stronger than blood, she 
was my closest friend.
I spent countless hours 
talking with her on my va-
cations to her house in Fair 
Oaks, Calif., and countless 
more hours talking with her 
on the phone.
And then, in April 2005, 
she started feeling extremely 
sick all the time.
A month later, my parents 
got a call — my aunt Connie 
had colon cancer that had 
spread to her liver and ovaries 
and was quickly spreading 
through her entire body.
The doctors gave her six 
months to live.
Five weeks later, our fam-
ily sat in my grandparents’ 
house planning her memorial 
service.
She was gone. I couldn’t 
believe it. It seemed unreal. It 
still hurts today.
How do I get over a grief 
that goes so deep? It seems 
impossible to even take air 
into my lungs on some days.
How do I survive after such 
a loved one is gone?
For the past five years, I’ve 
been piecing my life back to-
gether and answering these 
questions.
I definitely didn’t get back 
on my feet right away — take 
some advice from me, if some-
one is trying to get you back on 
your feet right away, they’ve 
never experienced grief of any 
kind.
I’ve heard it all from, “You 
should be over this, it’s been 
six months,” to “What’s wrong 
with you? She was just your 
aunt.”
Some of the things I heard 
were even stories from the 
Bible. People told me to “walk 
on water” through my storm.
What is wrong with these 
people? Do they have a heart? 
Do they understand at all?
No, they don’t understand, 
and that’s the problem.
People don’t even try to un-
derstand. They just give me 
their solutions and walk away 
as if I were plagued with a dis-
ease of self-pity.
The truth is, the grief that 
comes with losing a loved one 
never leaves.
I could try to drink away my 
depression, but trust me, that 
makes me more depressed.
I can smoke to relieve my 
stress, but I’ll end up with 
cancer myself.
I could try to walk on water 
through this storm, but I hon-
estly think Jesus made it look 
a lot easier than it really was.
All of the solutions I was 
given were not able to fix my 
problems.
The only thing that can heal 
my grieving heart is having a 
purpose in my life.
Purpose is the one thing 
that has stopped me from tak-
ing my own life.
I’m so glad I’ve found a 
place to be, people who truly 
love me and a reason to con-
tinue living.
And to find these people, all 
I had to do was see who stuck 
around while I had died inside 
and who was willing to stick 
around while I came back to 
life.
I can resurrect Connie in 
my memory day after day, but 
it’s harder to pick myself up.
She was gone. 
I couldn’t 
believe it. 
It seemed 
unreal. It still 
hurts today.
OPINION 7Thursday, February 25, 2010
Joey Akeley, Executive Editor
Husain Sumra, Managing Editor
Kirsten Aguilar, Multimedia Editor
Michelle Gachet, Multimedia Editor
Suzanne Yada, Online/Copy Editor
Leonard Lai, Opinion Editor
Jill Abell, Features Editor
Kyle Szymanski, Sports Editor
Minh Pham, A & E Editor
Jennifer Hadley, A & E Editor
Ryan Fernandez, Copy Editor
Angelo Lanham, Copy Editor
Stefan Armijo, Photo Editor
My Nguyen, Production Editor
Rachel Peterson, Production Editor
Jenny Ngo, Advertising Director
Shirlene Kwan, Creative Director
Amy Donecho, Assistant Advertising Director
Tanya Flores, Assistant Creative Director 
Justin Albert 
Regina Aquino
Eric Austin
Eric Bennett
Ben Cadena
Jillian Dehn
Amaris Dominguez
Jasmine Duarte
Jenn Elias
Donovan Farnham
Ashley Finden
Lidia Gonzalez
Salman Haqqi
Daniel Herberholz
Kevin Hume
Alicia Johnson
Hank Drew
Scott Reyburn
Tommy Wright
Jon Xavier
Nelson Aburto
Briana Calderon
Andrew Villa
Kibiwot Limo 
Richard Craig, News
Mack Lundstrom, News
Jan Shaw, News
Kim Komenich, Photojournalism
Tim Hendrick, Advertising
Tim Burke, Production Chief
Tim Mitchell, Design
Pat Wallraven, Business Manager
Nicholette Bankmann
Brooke Carpenter
Sarah Clark
Melissa Funtanilla
Amanda Geannacopulos
Kristopher Lepiten
Jon Nemeth
San Jose State University
San Jose, CA 95192-0149
Phone: (408) 924-3281
SPARTAN DAILY STAFF
SENIOR STAFF WRITERSSTAFF WRITERS
ADVERTISING STAFF
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHERS
OPINION PAGE POLICY
ADVISERS
Letters to the editor maybe placed in the 
letters to the editor box in the Spartan Daily 
offi ce in Dwight Bentel Hall, Room 209, 
sent by fax to (408) 924-3282, e-mailed to 
spartandaily@casa.sjsu.edu or mailed to the 
Spartan Daily Opinon Editor, San Jose, CA 
95192-0149.
Letters to the editor must contain the author’s 
name, address, phone number, signature 
and major. Letters become property of the 
Spartan Daily and may be edited for clarity, 
grammar, libel and length. Only letters of 
300 words or less will be considered for 
publication.
Published opinions and advertisements 
do not necessarily refl ect the views of the 
Spartan Daily, the School of Journalism and 
Mass Communication or SJSU. The Spartan 
Daily is a public forum.
DISTRIBUTION
Piyush Bansal
Gurdip Chera
Melissa Johnson
Hannah Keirns
Anna-Maria Kostovska
Jhenene Louis
Marlon Maloney
Andrew Martinez
Kathryn McCormick
Kristen Pearson
Max Rovo
Melissa Sabile
Matt Santolla
Angelo Scrofani
Amber Simons
Eric Van Susteren
Shiva Zahirfar
Alan Nguyen
Karl Nguyen
Darren Pinto
Alan Potter
Tyler Swasey
Daniel Tesfay
Phong Tran
“Rebel With Michelle,” appears 
biweekly on Thursdays.
Michelle Gachet is a Spartan Daily 
multimedia editor.
Leonard Lai
An Honest Lai
 When in Taiwan, do as the Taiwanese do
I’ll get on it right now, in a minute, tomorrow, next week
Michelle Gachet
Rebel With Michelle
In my case, you can’t just ‘get over it’
Comment online about any of the 
articles published in the Spartan Daily. 
Visit us at theSpartanDaily.com
Kristen Pearson
Staff Writer
For the fi rst time in four 
years, the SJSU cheer team 
placed in fi nals at the USA Col-
lege and All Star Nationals com-
petition after competing Feb. 
15, said Prissilla Santiago, one 
of the Spartan cheerleaders and 
a senior political science major.
The team competed in the 
Four-year College All-Girl 
Show Division, Santiago said. 
The cheer team placed seventh 
in the competition.
"They've never placed in 
fi nals," said Randy Saffold, 
interim associate executive 
director for A.S., who over-
sees the team.
Twenty-one members of 
the cheer team competed, 
with about half of the team 
composed of fi rst-year stu-
dents, said Shawneci Win-
dell, a freshman event man-
agement major and Spartan 
cheerleader.
After the fi rst home foot-
ball game, the cheer team's 
head coach, Ashley Clay, 
moved back to her home-
town in Houston when her boy-
friend was transferred to Major 
League Soccer's Houston Dyna-
mos, Santiago said.
Since Clay moved, the team 
has been under the supervision 
of Saffold and team manager 
Kait Badeaux.
"This is the fi rst time that 
they've actually had a signifi -
cant placement in nationals," 
Saffold said.
Any team can attend na-
tionals, but only the top teams 
will receive a trophy and earn 
a place in fi nals, according to 
United Spirit Association Web 
site.
Saffold said he has only been 
with the team for four years 
and that they have never made 
fi nals.
"They've never looked as 
good as they have this year," he 
said.
SJSU opponents have no-
ticed that the cheer team's safe-
ty records are fantastic, Saffold 
said, and that the performances 
continue to improve and the re-
cruitment team is growing.
"San Jose's team has been 
watched for a while by differ-
ent competitors because they've 
seen a change," Saffold said.
Nationals have been the goal 
for the girls since the beginning 
of the season, Santiago said.
"The two teams that took 
fi rst and second were phenom-
enal," she said. "But they were 
a different category than we. 
Their category was stunts and 
gymnastics ... so what they were 
doing was trying to promote for 
their school and for their pro-
grams."
The two winning teams, 
University of Oregon and 
Azusa Pacifi c University, focus 
on stunts and gymnastics and 
are therefore trying to gain rec-
ognition for their program so 
that they could be their own 
category, Santiago said.
"They were just amazing 
and shouldn't have been in our 
group," Windell said.
Some of the cheerleaders feel 
they placed fi fth after learning 
about the teams from Oregon 
and Azusa Pacifi c University.
This season, while maintain-
ing safety, the cheer team ex-
celled, rather than settling for 
fl ips and stunts as they have in 
the past, Santiago said.
"This year, we started learn-
ing more of our diffi cult stunts 
and diffi cult tumblings," she 
said. "I think we were used 
more so to our ability."
"It was very safe ... (now) we 
pushed ourselves to our limits," 
Santiago said.
Cheerleader Windell said the 
team truly bonded this year.
"We've been through 
a lot this season," said 
Louann Padilla-Pino, a sopho-
more business administration 
major and Spartan cheerlead-
er. "We've lost two coaches, 
we've lost teammates for dif-
ferent reasons and we just re-
ally pulled together as a team."
The losses and troubles the 
team faced together kept them 
motivated to work for what 
they wanted, she said.
"That (nationals) was our 
goal from the beginning, so 
we all knew what we wanted 
and what we were going for," 
Padilla-Pino said.
In regard to upcoming try-
outs, Santiago said the bar has 
been set higher to get on the 
team after being placed into the 
national fi nals.
"Now we're technically a na-
tionally ranked team, the stan-
dards are a little higher," she 
said.
With this year's fi nals behind 
them, the team is starving for 
more competition at next year's 
nationals.
"I think we're defi nitely hun-
gry," Padilla-Pino said. "We 
want more."
To the team, this was a great 
way to end the season, Santiago 
said.
"They are the leadership of 
the pride campaign on cam-
pus," Saffold said.
Ashley Finden
Staff Writer
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 The SJSU cheer team performs Monday during the men’s basketball game at the Event Center.
Clifford Grodin/ Spartan Daily 
Team places at nationals for the fi rst time in four years
Cheer team high-spirited 
in face of competition
“
”
We’ve lost two 
coaches, we’ve lost
teammates for
diﬀ erent reasons 
and we just really
pulled together as
a team.
Louann Padilla-Pino
sophomore cheerleader
